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The national health system in Britain

General information

Medical care in the UK operates on the basis of the National Health Service, which was established after the end of
the Second World War. Both then and now, the health service is free of charge for all persons living on the territory
of the United Kingdom. The national health system in the UK is based on state budget funding. The income of the
system is formed from total tax revenues and covers 87% of the costs of medical care to the population. Almost all
(95%) hospitals in the UK are owned by the state.

Private health insurance

Voluntary (private) health insurance is provided by insurance companies, the basis of which is the insurance of risks
that are not included in the national state insurance system. At the same time, insurance companies pay for a
certain number (3-4%) of beds in public hospitals, as well as a number of additional services, depending on the rank
(class) hospitals. Insurance companies offer their services to singles, married couples, families with children and
other dependents.

Structure of the healthcare system
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